The circulation of political news has been a core element in the post-revisionist scholarship of early modern England. Initially influenced by F.J. Levy's 1982 article on the manner in which information spread among the gentry, but more profoundly indebted to Richard Cust's 1986 essay, 'News and politics in early-seventeenth century England', scholars have dismantled the revisionist picture of provincial elites as relatively uninterested in and detached from developments at the political centre. The present article addresses this neglect by examining the ways in which Welsh gentlemen accessed, consumed and interpreted political news. It argues that, in many respects, they followed the example of their English counterparts by obtaining epistolary reports, buying newsbooks and subscribing to scribal news services. They participated fully in the information revolution of the seventeenth century and were cognisant of political developments in England, Britain and Europe. However, the article also argues that their participation was shaped by matters of personal connection, culture and regional interest, all of which had distinctively Welsh dimensions. News was frequently obtained by 'countrymen'
authenticating news reports. This article thus argues that 'news' was not the singular, universalised and stable phenomenon presented in most scholarship, but rather was understood and interpreted partly through the dynamic of family and regional interests.
Correspondents could emphasise matters of interest to the recipient, the locality, or to Wales more generally, and this gave a particularly Welsh 'flavour' to the information circulated.
This dimension of provincial news has suffered in comparison with what is often seen as real news which concerned the Court and parliament, but it is argued here that such tailored reporting constituted a notable component of wider information flows in this period. The article also claims that the prevailing religious and political cultures of the principality influenced what news was welcomed there and what was looked on with greater scepticism and hostility. These prevailing cultures, it is argued, helped privilege the status of news which supported the position of king and Church, particularly after the civil wars of the 1640s and 1650s. This article therefore makes a claim for thinking about Welsh news as part of a particularist political culture within the British state and critiques aspects of recent scholarship which have tended to present news as an autonomous agent of change shaping provincial politics. It instead argues that news should be seen as part of a dialogue between provincial and central political cultures, and as something which at once influenced but was also influenced by the political perspectives of its recipients. continental wars, observing 'the new Pope is wholie Spanishe'. 6 Towards the end of the decade Bulkeley sent Wynn further reports about a rumoured Spanish Armada and passed on news entering England through the southern coastal ports. 7 Correspondents in south Wales also received information about national and international politics. Sir Edward Stradling of Glamorgan, for example, obtained a newsletter in September 1574 from his kinsman Oliver St John which discussed the queen's progress in the west and provided news about the Spanish navy. 8 From the early seventeenth century there was a growing expectation on the part of Welsh gentlemen that friends and relations in the capital would furnish them with news. As added 'the gazetts wil acquaint you how they are carried … a great deal better then I can'.
18
Jones's comments speak to the comparative isolation of some Welsh correspondents from events taking place even within the principality, but they also indicate their full integration into the printed news forms which emerged in the seventeenth century.
The picture in early modern Wales thus resembles closely that painted of the news culture of English elites. Yet there were differences and nuances also which merit further investigation, and the remainder of the article discusses these while always remembering that these are differences in matters of degree rather than of kind.
II
One aspect of early modern news culture which has only very recently received scholarly attention, but which is particularly relevant to Wales, is the nature of news as a commodity of kinship and sociability and a component in networks of friendship and family. 19 This sociable and familial dimension to news exchange was especially pertinent for early modern Wales where ties of family and lineage were particularly significant in fashioning Welsh conceptions of gentility. 20 The extended networks of Welsh elite families were partly sustained by exchange of correspondence, and increasingly this included the circulation and transmission of news. News did not flow in an unmediated fashion into Wales, then, but rather followed routes of family and friendship which helped impart a particular complexion to the information received. The Wynn brothers kept their father informed about parliamentary business, Court gossip and developments on the continent. They did this as dutiful sons, but also as reliable and trustworthy sources in an informational world of rumour and hearsay which could be confusing and disorienting. 31 Trust and the ability to rely on a correspondent were crucial in validating news and discriminating among varying reports, and the greatest bond of trust was can not be satisfyd till I heare some certainty from you'. 35 The role of family and friends in providing a reliable filter through which news could be winnowed and interpreted was important for Sir John Wynn, of course, but also for the wider network of family members and kinsmen among whom such information had an afterlife.
The Wynn papers give an insight into the ways in which news entering Wales could become a commodity for affirming social bonds among the local gentry. 40 This continued to be the case even after the civil wars when printed news became more readily available. In October 1684, for example, Humphrey
Humphries of Boderwyd wrote to Thomas Mostyn at Gloddaith, who subscribed to several manuscript newsletters, noting 'if you have any publick news they will be acceptable to this remote corner'.
41
One of Mostyn's London agents who provided him with news and printed books alluded to this practice of sharing materials among the local gentry, writing in June 1680 that he had obtained a copy of a rare, and presumably incendiary, tract, and sent one to
Caernarvonshire with the entreaty 'to keepe it by you and not to suffer it to goe out of your owne hands though yow allow freynds the perusall of itt with you'.
A year later, Edward
Lloyd of Llanforda wrote to a cousin, Mr Eyton, 'I humbly beg yt if you have any [printed] adresses or pamphletts by yow yt are uselesse to you, pray send ym by ye carrier'.
43
Family and kin networks thus shaped news distribution by providing channels through which letters and printed materials entered into and circulated within the principality. As the Wynn archive suggests, personal connection was important in adjudicating the reliability and authority of news. Personal connection thus constituted an important facet of the news landscape in Wales, and, partly because of this, an element of cultural and perhaps linguistic particularity also subtly informed the transactions and translations of news. The vast majority of gentry correspondence in this period was in English although most gentlemen were bilingual. 44 The prevalence of English in the written record, however, hides a shadow world is not yet generally known'], although he did touch on the 'ofn mawr' ['great fear'] that 'neb dyhaldws, beth y daw hwn yddo yn y dywedd' ['nobody knows how these matters will
conclude']. 47 Owen was certainly aware of the potential dangers of communicating such information, noting in a 1621 letter to his father that he had discussed 'that [which] may be lawfullie written. Other thinges noe doubt yow heare at home at the second hand how they passe to and froe with lesse daunger then a man may write hence'. 48 Welsh recusants also adopted this safety strategy, with one Elizabethan report noting how they communicated part of their letters in Welsh to dupe the authorities. 49 Welsh correspondents in London referred to the dangers of committing controversial news to paper and the need to rely on oral communication in some instances. 50 As personal discussion between sender and recipient was impractical, the choice of messenger or postal carrier to communicate news beyond the letter was an important consideration. Letter carriers played a significant but neglected role in the circulation of news in ways that involved questions of trust and, potentially, of language too. 51 In 56 Indeed, facility in the Welsh language may have assisted in the communication of political information over and above that which remains visible in the written record.
III
As it entered the principality news became part of the social currency of gentry interaction. However, this material had often already been shaped and selected by newsgatherers in London to accommodate and speak to particular interests within provincial society. Scholars have been disposed to consider 'news' as a rather singular category concerning foreign policy, parliamentary business and Court politics. As we shall see, even these elements could take on local dimensions, but it was also the case that news from
London concerned not only matters of high politics but also the progress of local lawsuits, the activities of local men, and developments which might have an influence on the region's politics and economy. Early modern news was thus shaped partly for the local audiences it addressed; and this was especially the case with epistolary news. Rather than seeing news as concerned solely with matters of state, then, we should be mindful of the ways in which the boundaries between 'public' and 'private' news were often blurred. This blurring reflects the interpenetration of the local and the national in early modern news, and is rather at odds with a scholarly tendency to focus on the dissemination of information from the centre into the provinces and the incorporation (we might say 'subsuming') of the localities into a national 'public sphere'.
We the Council of the Marches to the bill was 'propounded in the howse by some of our countreymen'.
66
Although there was a significant increase in the volume and availability of printed news and manuscript newletters from the mid-seventeenth century, correspondents continued to tailor news to reflect local concerns and interests. Moreover, despite the comparative ease of access to news materials in this period, we should be wary of the tendency to privilege these forms over epistolary exchanges. As we have seen, one of the positives of epistolary news was the fact that its authors were known and reliable, and so the news they sent, corroborated, glossed and interpreted formed an important addition to the generic newspapers and manuscript newsletters which were also purchased. We can see this in the newsletters which Mostyn on when a new election in Caernarvonshire was likely. 68 However, in May 1676
Piers informed Mostyn that he would 'dare send yu noe more news for the future' because some acquaintances had been imprisoned for dispersing a libel, and thereafter Mostyn's news reports become more detached, less personal and lacking in the Welsh 'angle' that Piers had brought.
69
There was something of a distinction, then, between the 'publick' news which was available generally in print and 'private' affairs. 70 The latter included inside and privileged information which could only safely be communicated between correspondents who had an established degree of trust and connection, and this often derived from the resources of family or local affinity. It was also the case that the more 'private' information allowed for the meeting of the national news with local information. The two were not entirely discrete forms, but had distinct valencies which, to a degree, mapped onto their generic types -print for 'national' information and manuscript newsletters and personal correspondence which, potentially, leavened this with material relevant to local audiences and concerns.
IV
If we need to remain cognisant of the mixing of local and national issues in the news circulating in early modern Wales, we should also remember that news did not flow only in one direction. While London and the south east of England constituted the core of a national news culture, there was also a constituency of correspondents there who were interested in and thirsty for news about Wales. This dimension of local news flowing into the capital is often ignored by political historians or subsumed within the categories of domestic or family business. 71 However, when discussing the gentry we are dealing with a constituency whose social and familial concerns often blurred the line between domestic and political, private and public. Moreover, business at the centre operated partly upon knowledge of and information about the localities, so election news, parliamentary strategy, prospective litigation and the machinations of local office were all grist to the mill of statecraft as well as local politics.
There was a more formal dimension to such transactions as when in 1677 Sir Edward
Mansell of Glamorgan provided Secretary of State Joseph Williamson with a detailed account
of the foremost personalities in the county and their political dispositions. 72 Reports about the activities of Catholics, local responses to taxation demands or information regarding the religious and political reliability of local officials were all part of this institutionalised locality-centre dialogue. 73 However, the movement of political news from Wales to the centre was also a constituent in more informal systems of information exchange. When writing to a servant of the Lord President of Wales in London in March 1640 about the death of Richard Bulkeley of Beaumaris, for example, Robert Eyton was not just passing on local tittle tattle, but informing the principality's senior legal and administrative officer that he 'hath lost a deputy lieutenant & a true servant'. 74 We would be interrogating only part of the dynamic of early modern news culture if we considered the London Welsh simply as providers of news to the provinces and not also as consumers of news coming from thence.
An illustrative example in this regard is Edward Lloyd of Tythyn and Grays Inn, who received reports in the late-seventeenth century about developments at home from his agent Thomas Williams of Broncoed near Mold in Flintshire. 75 In June 1679 Lloyd received letters informing him about the 'rumours flying' in the country concerning the recall of parliament, reports that Sir George Jeffreys was to be made Chief Justice of Chester, a position with significant influence in Flintshire society, and suggestions that the town of Mold had been promised the lucrative prize of hosting of the local great sessions court. 76 In January 1681
Williams informed Lloyd that 'wee are all biussie in these p[ar]tes rideing about to secure votes for a new elleccon as if the next parliament were assured of all the prosperous success imaginable', and went on to provide a detailed disposition of the different candidates in Flintshire and Denbighshire. 77 Williams modestly described this as 'country stories for yow'
and suggested Lloyd knew more of the matter than he did. This was, however, extremely unlikely as suggested by the time, effort and detail expended in his account. Indeed, Williams followed up this letter a fortnight later with a close discussion of the fallout from the Denbighshire election and reported too on other elections in north Wales and Cheshire. 78 Lloyd was also told that Williams and some neighbours would contribute to the passing of an act against the importation of Irish cattle in the forthcoming parliament. 79 Study of the movement of news from Wales to London serves to modify dominant models of early modern information flows, which are rather blind to the reciprocities of metropolitan-provincial exchange. 80 The Wales, and as a focus for four assize circuits, constituted something of an entrepôt and clearing house for news. This role is suggested by a conversation in a Marcher yeoman's house in 1630 which began 'What newes was at Ludlow?'. 82 Official posts were routed through the town and there was an established carrier and a fairly rapid and efficient route which moved letters between London and Ludlow, and from thence into Wales. 83 The Privy
Council also sent election writs, subsidy books and proclamations via Ludlow, so gentry agents there obtained reports or copies of these and forwarded them on to interested parties. 84 Along with these official documents travelled more informal, though not unrelated, letters There is no evidence that this was based on any significant rise in religious radicalism in north Wales, which suggests instead that his perspectives were a product of the sorts of news reports, and the correspondents' glosses thereon, he had received since the beginning of the Long Parliament. 91 Tellingly, Salusbury was instrumental in organising a loyalist petition to the king in the summer of 1642 which thanked Charles I for 'so full and cleare an acccompt of your actions and intentions' in his propaganda, a type of news which was welcomed by political register of news in many parts of the country. 98 In the early eighteenth century, meanwhile, Daniel Defoe observed that the newsletters of the influential Tory John Dyer were the only type of news read carefully in south Wales. 99 
VI
It seems that Restoration Wales's political culture was receptive to royalist-Tory news forms. While not radically different from many parts of the country, such a conclusion nevertheless offers another facet to a regional information culture which was comfortably assimilated within the developing news landscape of early modern Britain, but which simultaneously demonstrated a degree of particularism and difference. It is not my intention to suggest that the information networks of the early modern Welsh gentry were radically dissimilar to those prevailing in other parts of the kingdom. I have, however, suggested that we need to pay greater attention to elements which challenge the model propagated in much recent scholarship of a 'national' early modern news culture. So, for example, Barbara
Shapiro has recently described a 'London-based but nationally radiating culture' of news and opinion, while Jason Peacey has argued for 'the emergence of something approaching a shared national culture of news and comment'. 100 While accurate in describing the quantitative and qualitative change in news across the early modern period, such conclusions need finessing and qualification if we are to recapture the diversity of local responses to the much-expanded world of news. If we understand news circulation and reception partly as a product of personal networks then we must integrate it more fully within regional gentry societies which were in dialogue with, but not subsumed by, metropolitan culture throughout this period. 101 In so doing, we highlight the potential significance of provincial social networks in communicating, calibrating and glossing the news. Moreover, we also become This article, then, modifies prevailing understandings of early modern news cultures which are often highly London-centric and treat the provinces as uniform spaces into which news and information were transmitted and upon which news acted in similar ways. Such models were elaborated in no small measure to challenge revisionist political accounts which tended to emphasise the political isolation and quiescence of the provinces. 103 The circulation of political news was an important component in challenging this paradigm, but it has tended to produce a kind of counter-homogenisation whereby areas beyond the metropolis become integrated into a universalised political space. By contrast, this article argues that we need to place greater emphasis on the mechanics and implications of the social contexts of news and the dialogue between centre and locality in circulating and interpreting political information.
Attention to socio-cultural networks such the early modern Welsh gentry community offers one way to explore how such dialogues operated and what their implications may have been.
